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ALASKA CHALLENGE COINS AND 
THE 2010 AIR SHOW 


by J. D. Williams 


For most Alaskans in Southcentral Alaska the air show known this year as Arctic 
Thunder 2010 represents a chance to see the U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels, the Cana- 
dian Snowbirds, and other aircraft demonstrations and displays. The air show held 
July 31 and August 1, 2010 at Anchorage’s Elmendorf Air Force Base (now com- 
bined with Fort Richardson) drew a crowd of approximately 170,000 spectators. 
For the numismatist the show presents an opportunity to add some Alaska chal- 
lenge coins. Challenge coins, other than those bought on eBay, can be difficult to 
obtain for a collector who does not have access to a military base. The Air Show is 
not simply a display of aircraft, but more like a state fair, with food and souvenir 
booths lining the air strip plus three large hangers with more booths, demonstra- 
tions and entertainment. The majority of booths are run by military units and many 
of the booths advertised not only their food menu, but also the availability of chal- 
lenge coins, t-shirts, caps, etc. The price of the coins runs from $5 to $15, with the 
usual price being $8 to $10. The coins are sold loose, in coin flips, or in hard plastic 
shells. Some booths display the rules for the use of the challenge coins, and one 
booth handed out a set of rules as follows with each coin: 


RULES & HISTORY 


During World War II, and even dating back to Roman times, the practice of carrying a specially 
designed unit coin became very popular because it saved lives by becoming a means of identifica- 
tion. Today...carrying the coin at “all times” and presenting it when challenged results in a number 
of consequences for those who cannot produce their coin, such as buying a round of drinks. COIN 
CHECKS are permitted anytime and any place. If challenged, you must produce your coin. If you 
produce your coin, the challenger must buy you a drink... if you are unable to produce your coin, 


you must buy the challenger a drink..... 


This year’s air show was 
almost cancelled be- 
cause of the unfortunate 
crash of an Alaska Air 
National Guard C-17 
practicing for the show 
a few days before the 
start of the show, killing 
its four man crew (3). ™ 
members of the Alaska ng ‘s 
A.N.G. and one person #* 
posted to Elmendorf). co 
But the show went on as | 
scheduled with a tribute 
to the four airmen killed 
in the crash. 


continued on page 66 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Our special thanks go to J.D. Williams for his article 
on the challenge coins at Arctic Thunder 2010. Infor- 
mation usually trickles in on these pieces, so it is nice 
to get one large group of them that are related to an 
event. 


David Phillips provides us with another installment of 
his Money to Burn. Kurtis Hawk digs up an old auc- 
tion catalogue listing that is sure to be of interest. Both 
of these are on page 69. 


A US Marine Post Exchange token from Sitka was the 
highlight on eBay this month. The 12'’2¢ token brought 
$987.77. This is the first time I have seen this for sale. 
Hurley & Kelly from Wrangell brought $805. A sur- 
prising $78.77 was paid for a “Dawson Dollar” circa 
1974. A Coghill token from Nenana went unsold as 
the reserve was not met at $222.50. This is a tough 
token, and I know one collector in Nenana that asks 
about it every time he comes in. 


I have made a few new tokens, and these are scattered 
throughout the newsletter. From as cheap as $7 to as 
much as $450. Look carefully if you want to throw some 
money at me. 


Next month is up in the air, with several possibilities 
that I think you will find interesting. 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $15 1/2 page-$8 1/4 page - $5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Cordova, Carscadden’s, 6%¢, B-6a 360.00 
Douglas, The Hunter, 12'4¢, B-22b BIN150.00 
Fairbanks, HorseshoeCigar Store spinner token 33.50 
Fairbanks, Nevada Bar, 25¢, B-37b 88.99 
Hyder, The Bungalow, $1, B-2c 125.000B 
Juneau, Burford’s, $1, B-12d 152.50 
Juneau, Occidental Hotel, 12'2¢, B-56a 95.000B 
Ketchikan, Lotus Billiard, 5¢, B-31a 255.00 
Ketchikan, The Lotus, 12'2¢, B-3le 152.50 
Ketchikan, Rainbow Cigar Store, 12'2¢, B-50a 152.50 
Ketchikan, White Cab, B-T5, al, all, b 54.88 
Kodiak, NOB, B-10b 11.31 
Kukak Bay, Hemrich, $1, B-1g 190.37 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, set of 6, B-1 OB55.00NB 
Nenana, Coghill, 25¢, B-2a 222.50RNM 
Nome, “Alaska”, lead pencil, B-2a 95.000B 
Nome, Belmont, “8” (to the $, 12'4¢), B-7a 130.00 
Nome, Polet, 50¢, B-41g 30.00 
Nome, Polet, $1, B-41h 77.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢ and 25¢, B-lb and d 172.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c OB40.99NB 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 22.500B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 40.000B 
Seward, Northern, 12'4¢, B-8bIII 35.000B 
Seward, Northern, 12'4¢, B-8blII OB49.99NB 
Seward, Northern, 12'4¢, B-8bIII 12.78 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12'2¢, B-14a 43.99 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12'2¢, B-14a 27.79 
Seward, Up & Up, 12'4¢, B-18a BIN125.00 
Sitka, Post Exchange USMC, 12'4¢, B-12c 987.77 
Skagway, BoT, 12'4¢, B-4d 150.000B 
Valdez, CB Buffet, 1242¢ TC, B-4a BIN85.00 
Valdez, I&B, B-9a 125.000B 
Valdez, Knight Isl. Mining, B-1la 481.00 
Valdez, Valdez Hotel, 6%4¢, B-21a BIN100.00 
Wrangell, Ft. Wrangell Beer Hall, 5¢, B-3a §BIN100.00 
Wrangell, Hurley & Kelly, 10¢, B-6b 805.00 
Dawson, YT, Floridora, 25¢, B-lla OB375.00NB 


Dawson, YT, Kondike Dollar, panner/husky (1974) 78.77 
Hudson Bay Co., “10” from the SD hoard OB149.99NB 


AYPE encased cent, horseshoe 58.72 
AYPE encased cent, potty 37.99 
AYPE encased cent, potty 33.56 
AYPE encased cent, round 22.67 
AYPE encased cent, round 26.00 
AYPE encased cent, round 34.00 
“Klondike Charm” 113.50RNM 
“Roubles to Statehood” book OB39.99NB 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W= withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell FTR= see For the Record 
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AIR SHOW CHALLENGE COINS 
Arctic: HUND 


ER. 


2010 


JOENT BASE 


~ ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON 


BLUE ANGELS & 
JULY 31 & AUGUST 1, 2010 


525 Bulldogs, F-22 Raptor. 5th Generation Stealth 
Fighter, Protecting America’s Last Frontier. Blue, green, 
gray, light brown, tan and black enamel on silver, 
43.5mm. 


Northern Light of Freedom, 38 1st Intelligence Sq., Since 
1944. Alaska Mission Operations Center, Established 
2004. Black, yellow, brown, white, blue and green 
enamel on silver, 43.5mm. 
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3rd Equipment Maintenance Squadron, Danger is no 
stranger to an AGE Ranger, AGE Dinstaar, No Air 
Power without Ground Power. Aerospace Ground 
Equipment Flight, Force of the North, 3rd EMS AGE. 
Red, white, blue and gold on bronze, 45mm. 


3 CMS Propulsion Flight. 3rd Component Maintenance 
Squadron, Propulsion Flight, Powering Freedom. Blue, 
yellow, black and red enamel on bronze, 45mm. 


477th Fighter Group, Top III. Excellence, Integrity, 
Service. Dark blue and white enamel on silver, three 
cut-outs, 44mm. 


(Illustrated on the next page) 90th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit, Roll the Dice, Pay the Price, Dicemen, First Look 
First Shot First Kill, Raptor Maintenance. Black, red, 
yellow, white and blue on bronze, 45mm. In World 
War I, pilots flew from Colombey-les-Belles and scored 
seven confirmed aerial victories (against aircraft) and 
participated in the final allied offensives. The 90th 
Fighter Squadron was initially activated as the 90th Aero 
Squadron. Its first commander, Ist Lt. William G. 


= / 


Schauffler, designed the 90th’s Pair 0’ Dice emblem 
displaying natural sevens during this campaign. After 
the war, 90th alumni commissioned Tiffany’s of New 
York to design a silver pin with the squadron logo. The 
Air Force subsequently disallowed portrayals of games 
of chance as unit emblems. However, since the 90th’s 
was designed long before this rule, the pair-o-dice em- 
blem has remained. 


477th Maintenance Squadron. Mors Furtim, Death by 
Stealth, Carrying the Legacy Forward. Black, yellow, 
light blue, dark blue, red, gray and white on silver, 
44.5mm. 


Alaska Territorial Cavalry (Motorized). Military Vehicle 
Preservation Association, Affiliate Chapter, Alaska 
Highway ’92, Normandy ’94, Portland ’96, San Jose 
°99, Alameda ’03. Yellow, blue, black and red on 
bronze, 50mm. 


AIR SHOW CHALLENGE COINS 


Honoring the Past, Protecting the Future. Arctic Reserve 
477th Fighter Group. (5) emblems: 477th Fighter Group, 
477th Civil Engineering Sq., 477th Aircraft Mainte- 
nance, 302d Fighter Sq., 477th Maintenance Sq. With- 
out emblems: 477th FSS, 477th AMDF and 477th OSF. 
Too many colors to mention! On antique silver, 51mm. 


Joint Task Force Alaska, Alaskan Command. Blue, 
white, black and red enamel on gold, 42.5mm. 


First Sergeants Council, Arctic Diamonds. 11 AF, 3WG, 
176WG, 3811S, 732AMS, 477FG, 673 ABW. Blue 
enamel on gold, 51mm. 


3rd Maintenance Operations Sq., Dedicated to Excel- 
lence. Arctic Warriors. 3 MOS, The Moose is Loose. 
Green, blue, yellow and black on gold, 38mm. Illus- 
trated on the next page. 


Collector wishes to buy needed Yukon tokens and exonumia. Please advise what you may have and price 
to: Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge P.O., 1201 Oxford St. W., London, Ontario, Canada N6H 5E1 or 


Ibuth@webmanager.on.ca #10/10 
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AIR SHOW CHALLENGE COINS 
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19th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, Gamecocks. They break 
em, we fix ’°em. Red, white, black, gray and blue on 
silver, 41mm. 


962 AACS, Eyes of the Eagle. 22 September 1995, 
Yukla 27, 77-0354. Bronze, 41mm. 


a a 


19th Fighter Squadron, Gamecocks. Red, white, black, 
gray and blue on gold, 41mm. 


Alaska Air National Guard, 249 Airlift Squadron. Air- 
lift Extremes, C-17 Globemaster III. Bronze, 41mm. 


611th Civil Engineering Squadron, Pride in Progress. 
Arctic Warriors, Supporting Remote Alaska. Tan, white, 
blue, brown, yellow and brown on silver, 37mm. 


732 Air Mobility Sq. Lead Dogs of the Enroute. Multi- 
colored enamel on silver, shape of a paw, 37mm. Too 
cool. 


Please note: “silver” and “gold” refer to the base 
color of the coins and not the metallic composition. Harvard IV (T-6), World War II combat trainer. 
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by David Phillips 
FAT STAN’S LOUNGE 


During our Alaska cruise in June, the ship stopped in 
Ketchikan. My wife and I were shopping around in 
the downtown area and decided to find a place to have 
lunch. 


One of the places we checked out before making a 
choice was Fat Stan’s Lounge. It was more of a bar 
rather than a restaurant, but since I was there anyway, 
why not ask if they had any bar woods (or Chips as 
they are often called). 


Yes, they did, and in the ensuing conversation, two more 
different woods were identified and produced (and 
purchased). 


The “Fat Stan’s” side is black, while the drink side is 
pink. The figure under the name is a fish, albeit a rather 


jowly fish. I would think the supposed fish was a bit of 
a caricature of a goldfish. Whether or not the fish is 
supposed to look like Fat Stan, I don’t know. The young 
barmaid who sold me the woods certainly looked much 
slimmer than the fish! 


EARTHQUAKE MEDAL 


Kurtis Hawk found this in an old auction catalogue. 
Abner Kreisberg Mail Bid Sale, Nov. 29, 1965. 


“The only medal of its kind in existence. Obverse, perimeter legend 
ALASKA EARTHQUAKE GOOD FRIDAY MARCH 27, 1964, 5:45 
PM. Center design of the state of Alaska with legends, frame noting the 
damaged areas, etc. Struck in relief. Reverse, star at top with 49 in center 
of same. Legend between wreath on seven lines: HAVE FAITH AND 
ENDURE/THIS TOO SHALL PASS/AS ALL THINGS BEFORE/AND 
ON THE FIRST GOOD FRIDAY/THE EARTH DID QUAKE AND THE 
ROCKS RENT. ST. MATH. 27:51-54. Struck in 14 carat and was to have 
been presented to the Governor of Alaska as part of a promotion with the 
Alaskan Pavilion at the World’s Fair. Size 51mm (2 inches) Weight about 
2 ounces. In plush case. Letter of guarantee accompanies this lot. Valued 
conservatively at (650.00).” 


Actual price realized - $550.00 
Ed. Note: This medal was unknown to us when we compiled our listing 


of gold and platinum Alaska medals in the August/September issue of 
2000. 
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oo a RECORD 


CRAIG: Craig Moose Lodge #1206, Spring Confer- 
ence 1992. Golden aluminum, size not reported. 


aig i Lo a 
e Jewelry ride. Black on wood. The phone numbers are currently 
os in 1965 an used by Alaska Cab. 
L ®. FAIRB ANKS, : SOLDOTNA: BJ’s Lounge, Home of Alaska’s Hobo 


eet HEART 
_ OF ALASKA 
Tele, 907-456-5105 
www.perduesalaska.com Z 


HOBO NICKEL: Buffalo nickel engraved into a po- 


lar bear. 
FAIRBANKS: Perdue’s Jewelry & Gifts, good for $1 
in trade. Black on wood, 51mm, illustration reduced. On 
Ex : es TEN 
> '\ RS 
LDS. ~—F Aw 
Spa 


BRAZIL: Antarctica, Vale Una Refrigerante. A beer 
brand, loosely translated “good for a cold one.” Bi- 
KASILOF: Tustumena Lodge, TUIT. White on red metal; aluminum with a copper center. I think it was 


plastic, 45mm, illustration reduced. 30mm, but I did not record it. I was planning on own- 
(KENAI/SOLDOTNA): A-A-A Taxi. Good for $3.00 _ ing it but was out bid! 


Fairbanks Coin Club “Mint Visit” token. On August 21, the FCC held their annual , 
summer picnic at our house. They got to play with my screw press. I prepared a special 
die, shown to the right. These are 1/10 ounce silver, and priced at $7 plus $3 shipping. 
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BERING SEA GOLD! 


General Refining Corporation has had an office in 
Fairbanks for some time. This is the firm that we use 
when we have gold to be refined and sold. This sum- 
mer, GRC established an agent in Nome. I mentioned 
to William that I would like some gold from Nome, 
especially the gold that is dredged from the Bering Sea. 
This is the gold that replenishes the beaches after a 
storm. 


Off the coast of Nome, the Bering Sea is quite shallow. 
During the gold rush, freight and passengers had to be 
“lightered” ashore as there was no harbor. 


Over the years, many people and companies have tried 
their hand at mining the sea. Some large dredges have 
worked out there, and many smaller operations with a 
small floating dredge and a diver. 


GRC in Nome purchased just under 2 oz. from a miner 
that was dredging in the sea. Obviously a small opera- 
tion as it was only 2 oz. 


The result is that I can offer 1 DWT and 5 DWT to- 
kens. Specific gravity indicates a purity of about 89%. 
Originally, I planned to make five 5 DWT tokens, and 
use the balance for 1 DWT tokens. But, as I worked 
with the gold, I decided I would only make four 5 DWT 
tokens. The reason being... 


You will note that this 5 DWT token is larger in diam- 
eter than my earlier 5 DWT tokens. To still be 5 DWT, 
they must be thinner. No problem. However, there 
was a problem. 


I marked a disk cutter “5 DWT.” This is the cutter that 
I used to make the disks for my 5 DWT tokens. And I 
had steel that I used for the dies of the 5 DWT tokens. 
It had been so long since I had made 5 DWT tokens 


that I forgot that... the diameter of the steel was larger 
than the resulting disks from the cutter. 


So I made the dies, with lettering close to the edge of 
the die. Then, I took my disk cutter, and compared it to 
the die. That is when I discovered that I had laid out 
the design of the earlier 5 DWT tokens well in from 
the edge of the die. I had used these steel rods for the 5 
DWT because I didn’t have the smaller size. But it was 
OK. I just had to move the lettering away from the edge. 
Forgetting this resulted in the use of a larger disk cutter 
for these new 5 DWT tokens. 


I am relatively pleased with the tokens, but I just don’t 
like the size. These dies will be used on only 4 tokens. 
The next time I make a 5 DWT token, it will be the 
original, smaller size. I have already purchased steel 
rods that are the right size. 


Now, I know what you are thinking: “Won’t he ever 
get it right?” Probably not. 


As I stated, there will be only four 5 DWT tokens. I 
have only one left, and it is priced at $450 postpaid. 


I have not used up all the gold yet, but so far there are 
fourteen 1 DWT tokens. I probably have enough gold 
for two or three more. These are $80 postpaid. 


2nd EDITION NOW AVAILABLE 


We know you have been anxiously awaiting the second edition of 
“Striking Gold in Alaska.” There are 13 more pages. The sections 
on the drop hammer and screw press are greatly expanded. New 
sections include A Little Physics, X-Ray Fluorescence and current 
mintages. There is information that has not appeared in this news- 


letter. 


The price to first time buyers is $14 postpaid. If you purchased the 
first edition (we know who you are and we know where you live), 


you can upgrade for only $8 postpaid. 


STRIKING GOLD 
IN ALA 


ALASKA 1 OZ. SILVER -$25 each! jue" 


Our $25, 1 oz. silver trade token. So far, only 21 have 


— — been made. Even though the trade value expires at the 

Alpine 2000 (Alpine is an oil field on the north slope), end of the year, I have chosen to not exercise my al- 

made by Evergreen Mint. chemical wizardry and turn it into lead on the expira- 
tion date. 


We also have and assortment of Official State Medals, 
both proof and proof-like or matte without cases or flips. 
These will have minor surface problems. Available are: 
1989 P/L; 1990 P/L; 1991 P/L; 1993 P/L; 1994 P/L#; 
1995 P/L; 1996 P/L; 1997 M; 1997 Proof; 1999 M; 
1999 Proof; 1999 Proof*; 2001 Proof*; 2002 Proof*; 
2003 Proof*; 2004 Proof; 2005 Proof*. 


Don’t have a clue who issued this, but it was made by * = minor unremovable clouding of the surface. 
the Alaska Mint. # = a small amount of unremovable black tarnish. 


ONE OUNCE SILVER MEDAL WITH STATE 
QUARTER 


Our new silver medal features the Alaska state quarter. 
The quarter is set into a depression in the medal and 
super glued in place. 
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It carries the legend “49th State” and “The Last Fron- 
tier.” The reverse is our standard Denali “Great Land” 
die. 


We have made 200 of these. The second 100 have not 
been modified from the first. 


Price is $30 per medal, and $5 for postage and han- 
dling per order. 


Also available: Our one ounce silver “Moose” medal. 
These are also priced at $30 plus $5 for postage and 
handling. 


NOTE: Only one $5 shipping and handling charge 
per order. Order | item or many, pay only $5 for post- 
age. 
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